SKINNER'S OPERANT CONDITIONING THEORY
Skinner theory is also known as R type conditioning.

In classical conditioning theory the organism was kept passive. It must wait for
something to happen for responding .The presence of a stimulus for evoking a
response was essential. The behavior cannot be emitted in the absence of a cause.
The child expresses fear only when he hears a loud noise. The dog waits for the food
to arrive before salivating .In each of the instances the subject has no control over the

happening .He is made to behave in response to the stimulus situations.

Skinner opposes no stimulus no response mechanism in the evolution of behavior
.He argued that in practical situations we cannot always wait for the things to happen
in environment. It is not always essential that we have a known stimuli or a cause for

evoking a response.
SKINNER'S EXPERIMENT
Skinner conducted his experiment on pigeon and rats .

Before beginning his experiment the pigeon was kept hungry for a fixed period of time.
For obtaining food the pigeon was supposed to be active. The experimental box was
known as Skinner box.in his puzzle box such arrangements were made that the
pigeon has to follow a fixed path. The pigeon was given a goal that on taking a
complete round towards its right side and then pressing a beak on a particular lever a
bulb used to glow and a food pellet was obtained. The glow of the bulb and the food

pellet acted as reinforcement.
CERTAIN CONCEPT FOR BUILDING THIS THEORY

RESPONDENT BEHAVOUR- The responses elicited by a known stimuli are known as
respondent behaviour. egs- salivation in presence of food, jerking ones hand when

jabbed with a pin. All reflexive behavior is an eg of respondent behaviour.



OPERANT BEHAVIOUR- Responses which cannot be attribute to a known stimuly or
responses emitted by an unknown stimuli. eg moving ones hand arbitrarily,child

abandoning one toy for the other.
OPERANT CONDITIONING

Operant conditioning refers to a kind of learning whereby a response is made more
probable or frequent by reinforcement. It helps in learning of operant behaviour. The

behaviour that is not necessarily associated with a known stimuli.
OPERATIONS IN OPERANT CONDITIONING
SHAPING OF BEHAVIOUR

It refers to the judicious use of selective reinforcement to bring certain desirable

changes in the behaviour of learners.

The basis process in shaping is successive approximation to the desirable
behaviour.The most striving and significant contribution of Skinner is the development
of a technique to shape the complex behavior by systemmatically reinforcing closer

approximation to the desirable behaviour.

OPERANT CONDITIONING AND REINFORCEMENT
REINFORCEMENT

The concept of reinforcement is central in operant conditioning.

A reinforcer is the stimulus whose presentation or removal increases the probabibility

of the recurrence of a response,
Reinforcerment is of two types.

Positive Reinforcement- A positive reinforcer is any stimulus the introduction or
presentation of which increases the probability of the recurrence of a response . For

eg rewards ,food .



Negative Reinforcement- A negative reinforcer is any stimulus the removal or
withdrawl of which increases the probability of the recurrence of a response . For eg

punishment , loud noise.
SCHEDULES of REINFORCEMENT

Skinner put forward the concept of planning of schedules of reinforcement for

conditioning the operant behavior of the organism.

1- Continuous Reinforcement- It is 100 percent reinforcement schedule where
provision is made to reinforce or reward every correct response of the learner during

acquisition of learning.For eg a student may be rewarded for every correct answer.

2- Fixed interval Reinforcement-In this reinforcement schedule the learner is rewarded
for a response made only after a set interval of time..For eg a student may be
rewarded only after a set interval of time for eg after every 3 or 5 min. The many

times he has given correct response during this interval of time doesnot mattter.

3-Fixed ratio Reinforcement-In this reinforcement schedule the learner is reinforced
only after a fixed number of responses .For eg a student may be rewarded only after

answering a fixed number of questions say 3 or 5.

4-Variable Reinforcement Schedule- When reinforcement is given at varying intervals
of time or after varying number of responses it is called variable Reinforcement
Schedule. In this case reinforcement is intermittent or irregular.The learner doesnot
know when he is going to be rewarded and consequently he remains motivated

throughout the learning process.
EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE THEORY

1-The principle of operant conditioning is applied to modify the behaviour of the
learners. We have to find something which is rewarding for the learner whose
behaviour we are going to modify wait until the desirable behaviour occurs and

immediately reward him when it happens.



2- A response or a behaviour is not necessarily dependent upon a specific known
stimulus but the behaviour is dependent upon its consequences. Therefore for training
an organism to learn a particular behaviour or response ,he may be initiated to
respond in such a way so as to produce a reinforcing stimulus. His behaviour should
be rewarded and in turn he should again act in such a way that he is rewarded and

SO on.

3- A teacher before beginning his classroom teaching must define his educational

objectives clearly.
4-Operant conditioning lays stress on the importance of schedules of reinforcement.

5-This theory advocates avoidance of punishment for unlearning the undesirable

behaviour and for shaping of desirable behaviour.
6-This theory advocates that learning proceeds more effectively if

a-The learning material is so designed that it creates less opportunities for facing

failure and more opportunities for gaining success.
b-The learner is given rapid feedback regarding the accuracy in his learning.

c- The learner is able to learn at his own pace.
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