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TEACHER AUTONOMY

According to NPE (1986), “The status of the teacher
reflects the socio-cultural ethos of a society. Itis said
that no people can rise above the level of its teacher.
The government and the community should
endeavor to create conditions which help motivate
and inspire teachers on constructive and creative
lines.”

Teacher autonomy is essential for ensuring a
learning environment that addresses children’s
diverse need as much as the learner required space,
freedom, flexibility and respect. The teacher also
requires the same. Teacher autonomy is driven by a
lead for personal and professional improvement.

Meaning and Definitions

Teacher autonomy is defined as “The capacity to
take control of one's own teaching.” Teacher
autonomy means freedom of the study, learn and
teach. There should not be too much interference in
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the work of teachers by higher authorities so that
teacher may perform his duty without any fear.

Little (1995) first defines, “Teachers autonomy
as the teachers capacity to engage in self directed
teaching.”

According to Richard Smith (2000), Teacher
autonomy refers to “The ability to develop
appropriate skills, knowledge and attitudes for
oneself as a teacher, in cooperation with others.”

According to Huang (2005), “Teacher’s
willingness capacity and freedom to take control of
their own teaching and learning are known as
teachers autonomy.”

Characteristics

Smith (2001) summarizes 6 very comprehensive
characteristics of teachers autonomy as follows:-

A. Self-directed professional action,
B. Capacity for self directed professional action,
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C. Freedom from control over professional
action,

D. Self-directed professional development,

E. Capacity for self directed professional
development,

F. Freedom from control over professional
development.

What teachers autonomy is not ?

e Teachers autonomy is not an Independence or
isolation.

e Teacher autonomy cannot be explained as an
exclusive psychological, technical or political
issues

e |t is not a static entity that some people possess
and other does not.

e It cannot be interpreted as additional
responsibilities given to the teacher.

e Teacher autonomy does not refer to an absolute
state of freedom constraint.
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Need of teachers autonomy

It is essential for ensuring a learning
environment that addresses children diverse
needs.

It is driven by a need for personal and
professional improvement.

An autonomous teacher feels personal
responsibilities, attends workshop and come up
with new classroom ideas.

It refers to the ability to develop appropriate
skills knowledge and attitudes for oneself as a
teacher, in cooperation with other.
Autonomous teacher feel more confident with
virtual learning environment.

It is necessary in order to be able to respond to
student’s need, interest, motivation and
individualized our approach.
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freTed TarR—IAdT

NPE (1986) & 37T8R, “feTeh I Fufd v
HHTST T ATATTSTh Td AIEicieh AT T ATl
g | UHT &gl Sar g o+ o safead 39«
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NEERAJ SINGH 5
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR (B.Ed.)
UNITY P.G. & LAW COLLEGE



g | freTer TaAadr, Ifeaed 3R AR
FUR T 3TERIHAT & IRA ¢ |

Y T qRNT
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IR AEET|
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Ras Ay 2001 & 3(OR, “RIefs T
S HY §- O & AT FEINET H, Teh TR8Th
& T A YA AT 3ugerd i, AT AR
cJagR [ashfad e T &TAar 1”7

gariwr 2005, “fAeTeh T 3T, &THAT 3R 39T
g HT e T Negor A FaEa A &
TIaadr TeTeh TITIdT Sedlar & I”

CEA G

ffay (2001) = feTs Taraar $r fadwanit
$r I 6 HEN H fawfaa fpar g >

o 3TcH AT cHTaERs AR,

o TI-TASTAT IraER¥e FRIGET Hr eTH T,
o SIIAHTAS PRIATGI IR fHAI=0T & TadadT,
o HTcH-FERT caraaRs oo,
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o ITcH AT gaaRe G & foIw
&TH T,
o ARG Tdorrg H HIIT & TadFdT |

freTeh TaTIAAT FAT T ¢

o [eTh TIIAAT Teh YhR hl TIIdAAT oTgl
g |

o fAeTH TaaaTr H [AY, HAAGAAS,
dehailehl AT TsTeifdeh Heal & & H AT
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e J§ Teh TEW SHIZ 8T &, Sl T Nl &
uTH § 3R qE & 9 Al © |
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T H ST SATEAT gl I oIl Thal g |
o TN&TH FARIAAT FadAdT Fidee I Teh qoT
Tafa &1 Ieo@ T87 FAr g |
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fraTh TArIAAT 1 ATIIRAT

o AT & ATAEROT &l AT A & o
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AT g |
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o T TA&TH THAT 3TUIH dTATROT &
|y U HcAfIarE AeqH Fd ¢ |
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o BT I S, A, WO 3R AR TTocHIT
I ITAI-370T9T hlad o U&T H J&IH gl
forT g 3maTs g
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